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Temple Church.    His House at Cossipore became the pro-
perty of Messrs. Kellaall and Pother.
The river bank is now crowded with picturesque temples
and unpicturesque factories, mills, and hydraulic presses.
We take it for granted that the reader, unless he be a
specialist in engineering, will not care to spend- much time
in studying in Bengal mechanical inventions which can
be easily inspected in England. A visit to a jute mill
should not be foregone. To write about Calcutta without
saying a word about jute would be as bad as to.deprive the
lamb of its mint sauce. So long ago as 1795, however,
Roxeburgh called attention to the commercial value of the
now famous Bengal plant, which he grew in the Botanical
Gardens at Sibpur, and named juts after tie language of
his Oriya malis. But even in 1851, jute was practically
unknown, and it was the Crimean War, which cutting off
supplies of Russian hemp and flax from the weavers of
Forfarshire, created the demand for jute.
In order to give some idea of the extent of the jute
industry in Bengal, we make the following quotation from
Mr. R. J. Finlow's contribution to a conference of the
Board of Agriculture held at Pusa in 1904:—
The area under jute in 1904 was 2,850,000 acres, of which 750,000
acres are in Myraensingh and 400,000 in Rungpore. The normal yield
may be taken at 15 maunds per acre and the price at Rs» 5 per maund,
so that the annual yield may amount to nearly 1,600,000 (sixteen hundred
thousand) tons, and the value to over £14,000,000. The area under
jute cultivation has increased by 25 per cent, during the last ten years.
There are practically only two kinds of jute grown, viz., Corchorus
Capsularis and Gorchorus Olitorius. C. Capsulans stands water-logging
better than C. Olitorius, and so the former is found in the low-lying
lands, while the latter grows in the higher lands, especially where the
soil is heavy. It is said that the fibre of C. Olitorius is coarser than
that of C. Capsularis ; but there does not appear to be conclusive evidence
on this point.
Practically the whole of the land under jute in Bengal is alluvial, being
part of the Indo-Gangetic plain. Some of the lands are high, e.g.9 in
Mymensingh and some are low, e.g., in Serajgunj. The lower lands are
inundated annually during the rainy season by the livers Ganges and
Brahmaputra, up to a depth of 5 feet or more. They thus receive a
yearly deposit of silt, which must tend to keep the soil in a fertile condi-
tion. The rainfall is heavy over the whole of the jute-growing area,
being from 60—70 in. per annum, and during the growing season, viz.,
from April to August, temperature is high, a hot moist atmosphere heing
the result. Altogether there are considerable differences in the textures
of the soils upon which jute is grown, some being moderately coarse
sand and others exceedingly fine silt: yet there is no land in the jute

